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Friday 7th February 2020 
 

From Mrs May 

Thank you to Mrs Bointon and KS1 for a very entertaining assembly this morning. They taught the 

school all about exploration through the ages and impressed us all with all their knowledge. The 

children were well prepared and presented with confidence and aplomb. We all enjoyed the humour 

throughout. 

 

World Book Day – School and Nursery 

World Book Day is on Thursday 5th March. You may be starting to think about 

costumes for the day. There has been quite a lot of talk in the press about how 

the day has become more about dressing up and less about books and at 

Longwood, we would like to address this and bring the real meaning back into 

the day. To that end, costumes this year are optional. If your child would like to 

dress up, we are encouraging them to dress as a character or object from a 

nursery rhyme. They should (age permitting) be encouraged to recite the nursery rhyme. We are 

looking forward to some fun performances and there may be a small prize for the best costume 

and/or the best performance. In Nursery and School, we have been focusing on nursery rhymes, as 

they help with so many aspects of a child’s development, from hearing sounds, to rhyming words, to 

vocabulary choices, to culture and story-telling. So please get your thinking caps on, get creative 

(rather than buying a costume from a shop) and get your child involved. 

 

Cash For Clothes Collection 

 

We received lots of donations for today’s collection. The total weight was just over 205kg for 

which we were given £130. We will be giving this to our school charity, 52 Lives. Thank you to 

everyone who sorted out some clothes for us. How great to have a clear out, recycle your old 

clothes, help those less fortunate than ourselves by providing employment and goods to sell, 

and raise some money for charity, all from one action! 

 

Music Assembly – Message from Mrs Sangster 

On Friday 28th February, choir, UKS2 and various other musicians 

will be entertaining you with some musical delights. Any child 

learning an instrument is welcome to perform. Please ask them 

to see me to have their name and piece of music added to the 

list. We will be rehearsing on Thursday 27th so please can all 

performers have their instrument (apart from pianos!) and music 

in school that day. We look forward to seeing you there! 
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Coronavirus Update 

Herts Family Services have asked us to pass on the following advice for parents/guardians: You 
should not be unduly worried about the possibility of your children catching the Coronavirus. There 
is no reason why your children should not continue to attend their early years, school or further 
education setting as normal. We recognise that some families or children may be planning to travel 
to China during the forthcoming half term period. If so, please refer to the FCO’s latest travel advice. 
What action you can take - A UK wide campaign has been launched to provide clear advice on how 
to slow the spread of Coronavirus. Please help to support the campaign which promotes basic 
hygiene practices, such as regularly washing hands and always sneezing into a tissue, to stem the 
spread of viruses. 
https://fsc-hertscc.tfemagazine.co.uk/special-edition-5-february-2020/press-release/coronavirus-
advice-for-all-early-years-providers-schools-and-further-education 

 

News from Nursery 

Cherry’s focus story over the next few weeks is Owl Babies. The children have been creating a wall 

display using natural resources, having lots of fun exploring different textures as they helped to 

collect bark and twigs from the garden. First they helped to paint a large cardboard box before 

covering it with the bark they had collected to represent a tree trunk. Next, they arranged some 

twigs and ivy onto the wall to represent tree branches. Then the children printed their handprints 

onto material to represent the leaves of the tree, as well as collecting some real leaves from outside.  

As the display is an ongoing project, the next activity is to make ‘Sarah’, ‘Percy’ and ‘Bill’ (the owls!) 

using paper mache and material. 

 

 

  

https://fsc-hertscc.tfemagazine.co.uk/special-edition-5-february-2020/press-release/coronavirus-advice-for-all-early-years-providers-schools-and-further-education
https://fsc-hertscc.tfemagazine.co.uk/special-edition-5-february-2020/press-release/coronavirus-advice-for-all-early-years-providers-schools-and-further-education
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This week in Little Willow, we have been looking at our focus story, “Monkey Puzzle”. We choose 

each story carefully to ensure that all 7 areas of learning are covered. We have been busy making 

different animals featured in the book. We have made snakes out of tights, and parrots, frogs and 

bats out of cardboard. Whilst completing such crafts, the children are developing their fine motor 

skills, eg when holding the brushes. Some children explored the texture of the paint by using their 

hands and fingers. The children were offered a choice of colours to use. They showed great levels of 

concentration and presented signs of paying attention to detail when painting the animals. They 

used a variety of vocabulary from babbling to single words.  

 

Here are the Apple children trying out Oak’s tea set, in relation to our new focus story, “The Tiger 

Who Came to Tea”. 

The children enjoyed pretending to pour tea from the tea pot into their cups and eating crackers. 

This links into the EYFS “Gradually able to engage in pretend play with toys…” (Personal, Social and 

Emotional Development). 
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Friends of Longwood Update 

Welcome from Friends of Longwood (FoL) to our update page!  

FoL are a group of parents that raise money and do the extra bits  

that make the school a tight-knit community. 

 
 

It’s here!  Bingo night is upon us! We look forward to seeing you all at 7pm tonight. 

 
 

Nursery coffee event – we are keen to invite all our Nursery parents 

to a coffee event so that you have the opportunity to meet other parents in your child’s 
current room. You will also have the chance to meet parents of children in Longwood school 
and find out more about FoL should you fancy getting involved.  
 
We have compiled a short survery so that parents can choose a preferred time for this event. 
Thank you to everyone who has already filled this in. The survey is still running for parents 
who wish to state a preference: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CQNP3JL 
 
 

Instagram – We now have 25 followers! Please follow us so we can continue to 

keep growing this number. Search @friendsoflongwood2 

 

 

FoL Meeting - Our next meeting is on Wednesday 26th February at 7pm. Please 

save the date and come along. We’d love to see some new faces!  

 

 

 
A huge thank you to everyone who brought in a bag for Cash for Clothes! 

 

 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CQNP3JL
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Dates for your Diary  

NB – All new items are highlighted. 
 

Date Time & Place Event Notes 

Friday 7th Feb 7pm in the school hall Bingo Open to all families. Please 
come along, have fun and 
support your FoL. Forms 
attached to 17/01 
newsletter 

Tuesday 11th Feb 3-7pm in classrooms School and preschool 
parents evening 

Sign-up sheets will go up in 
reception on 24th Jan. 

Wednesday 26th 
Feb 

7pm in KS1 classroom FoL meeting All parents welcome. Come 
and get involved. 

Friday 28th Feb 9am in the school hall Musicians’ Assembly  Children learning an 
instrument invited to 
perform. Choir too. Parents 
welcome to attend. 

Tuesday 3rd –
Wednesday 4th 
March 

Early start and late 
return – times to be 
confirmed 

UKS2 trip to Stratford 
upon Avon 

Initial email sent last half 
term. More details to follow 
soon. 

Thursday 5th Mar During the day World Book Day Dress as a nursery rhyme 
character or object. 

Friday 6th Mar During the school day LKS2 trip to Affinity 
Water 

Children will need a packed 
lunch. The cost is £20. 

Monday 9th Mar During the school day KS1 trip to the Roald 
Dahl Gallery at Bucks 
Museum 

Full school uniform for this 
trip and a packed lunch. The 
cost is £25. 

Friday 13th Mar 9am in the school hall FS/Year 6 buddies 
assembly 

FS and Year 6 parents 
welcome to attend 

Friday 20th March 5.15pm Mini movie night For FS children. Parent 
volunteers needed. 

Friday 20th March 6.30pm Main movie night For Year 1-6 children. 
Parent volunteers needed. 

Thursday 26th 
Mar 

2pm in the school hall KS2 Performance All KS2 parents and friends 
invited to watch. 


